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Attorney Docket Number 
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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8, 
1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 



1. 



Subnnission required under 37 CFR 1.114 



a. n Previously submitted 



: (-] Consider the amendment(s)/repiy under 37 CFR 1.116 previously filed on . 

' — ' (Aiiy unentered amendment(s) referred to above will be entered). 



' — ' (Aiiy unentered amenamenns; rererreo lo aoove win oe omereuj. 

ii. □ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

_''K Q Other 

b. (xkEnclosed 

i. Q Amendment/Reply iii. D Information Disclosure Statement (IDS\ 
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r:3 



iV. 
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ii. □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 

2. I Miscellaneous | 

a. [[] Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a 

period of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(1) required) 

' b.* □ Other — 

3. [ Fees | the roe fee under 37 CFR 1-17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

a. g The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No._22 -_0258_ 

□ RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

□ Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) 

iii. B Other Any a H H i t i n a 1 _ "ggAS 



Check in the amount of S„375_^p_ 



enclosed 



c. n Payment by credit card (Farm pto-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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envelope addressed to: Commissioner For Patents, Box RCE. Washington, DC 20231 . or facsinnile transmitted ^f^^^^^^^^^ 
Office on the date shown below. hv i bb>4414Ub 
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^rj^o^ompletrTmnvi^^ depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you are required to complete this form should S»W to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Washington. DC 20231. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COH/IPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND Fees and Completed Forms to the following address: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. 
Box RCE. Washington. DC 20231. 
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MS RCE 

Commissioner for Patents ' 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT IN SUPPORT OF RCE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § L114 

Introductory Comments 

This Amendment is in the revised format according to the Office of Patent 

Administration Notice dated January 3 1 , 2003. This Preliminary Amendment is now filed to 

create an RCE Patent Application following final rejection, on April 14, 2003, of all claims (1, 2, 

4-6, inclusive, 12 and 13) in the immediate predecessor U.S. Patent Application. By this 

Preliminary Amendment, all of such previously present claims are cancelled without prejudice, 

and new claim 20 is added. 



Page 1 PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT IN SUPPORT OF RCE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 14 for 
Serial No. 09/810,084; Attorney Docket No. NLN.301 (NLSN. 1 OOOB) 



